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The exclusivity of the discreet
Hotel “CERES am Meer” in Binz on the island of Riige  n

Schiltach, October 2007. The new luxury hotel enjoys an ideal location,
directly next to the sea and in the historic centre of the Baltic spa resort
Binz, one of the most well known holiday destinations on Riigen. The island
is not only famous for its unique chalk cliffs and the unspoilt environment,
but especially for its 19" century architecture in the fin-de-siécle style. Small
wooden villas with verandas, bay windows, ornaments and turrets are
typical features of the island’s towns. And the Strandpromenade on the
seafront in Binz is no different. All the greater therefore is the contrast
provided by the modern lifestyle hotel “CERES am Meer”. The clear and
superlative design combined with the supreme comfort lends the hotel a
stylish character and create a place of contemplation.

Clear shapes

The three-storey building with its strictly vertical divisions, rendered white
facade and high windows gives a very elegant impression even from
outside. One unmistakeable symbol is a transparent tower rounded off with
a glass dome, acting as a joint to unite the two limbs of the building
positioned at right angles to each other. “I have taken a classical approach,
following minimalist principles,” explains architect Moritz Lau-Engehausen,
who is also the proprietor and operator of the hotel. It is precisely this clear
style, which abandons the ornamental and manages employs only a
minimum of elements, that distinguish the hotel. “The aim is for the
architecture to reflect the purity of the sea and the air combined with the
expanse of the landscape,” the hotelier and planner continues. And he has
succeeded in this. The interior also has a clear and open design; devoid of
any frills, it radiates tranquillity and spaciousness. Unusual and high-grade
materials such as Chinese sandstone, browny-black woods, gleaming
silver-platinum metals, hand-painted plaster surfaces and precious fabrics
can be found throughout the building. Everywhere the standard of quality is
clearly visible down to the finest detail: the dark bog oak parquet flooring,
for instance, is oiled and not sealed thus retaining the vitality of the wood.

The high windows and doors are a distinctive feature of the house. They not
only offer an extremely beautiful view onto the sea, but give the rooms an
airy and generous atmosphere — as is particularly evident in the restaurant.
The hotel's concept is every bit as clear as its design. German dishes with a
strong regional connection, for example, feature exclusively on the menu;
they are complemented by German wines and special drinking water.
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Comfort without ostentation

The generous rooms and bathrooms are the core feature of the hotel.
Elegant designer furniture in dark wood and the dark brown wooden flooring
made of oiled bog oak contrast starkly with the white plastered walls and
white bed linen. Combining these features with shades of grey and silver
produces a very stylish ambience. Each of the 50 rooms and suites has a
balcony or terrace and offers ample scope for personal preferences. The
total of eight suites are between 48 and 60 m? in size, while the 42 rooms
vary from 30 to 48 mz2 Particularly attractive is the glass cupola suite,
boasting a magnificent 180-degree panoramic view of the Baltic Sea.

Luxury and functionality in the bathroom

The clear, puristic design line reaches its zenith inside the bathrooms: the
wall panelling made of Chinese sandstone, the bog oak parquet flooring,
the plain washstands, a sculpture-like bath standing freely in the room and
the straight-line, high-quality fittings create a luxurious atmosphere.

Moritz Lau-Engehausen has consciously designed the bathrooms as places
of tranquillity and relaxation. Water as the most important element of life
occupies the foreground. And this is precisely where the designer and
hotelier pays special attention to detail: all functional elements in the
bathrooms have thus been equipped with fittings from the Axor Citterio
collection from the house of Hansgrohe. Characteristic features of the
collection are its rectangular form and reduced design, which are the
responsibility of Milanese architect and designer Antonio Citterio.

“The elegant timeless fittings with their clear, puristic styling are an excellent
match for the hotel's design philosophy,” says Moritz Lau-Engehausen,
underlining his point. Moreover, the high-end brand of Axor not only stands
for good design but also for a very high standard of quality in the exclusive
bathroom. Specific evidence for this can be seen, firstly, in the material with
its exact and straight-lined form and, secondly, in the first-class
workmanship. Technical functions thus harmonize with the self-confident
design. The discreet “Platinum” surface was used quite intentionally. This
reserved, external appearance of the fittings supports the ritual character of
the element water.

It was for this reason that Moritz Lau-Engehausen decided to use the Axor
Citterio collection in the generous spa area covering 360 m2 — and here too
the theme of water plays a key role. From a warm seawater bath in the pool
and a massage in the surf bath through to the weightless suspension in a
flotation tank filled with water from the Dead Sea, guests can choose from
numerous options for relaxation. The consistently minimalist yet very high-
guality interior can be seen here too. There are no intrusive distractions to
prevent guests from concentrating fully on their own personal needs.
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Quite appropriately, the hotel “CERES am Meer” has been named after the
small planet Cerés, which orbits the sun on its own path and was first
discovered 206 years ago after a long search. This is where the parallels to
the hotel CERES can be found: through its individual concept and
continuously recurring design features, the hotel distinguishes itself from the
other hotels of the region and may itself become the destination of many an
intensive search.

Stefanie Merbecks

*kk

The high-end brand Axor, which is part of the Hansgrohe Group, is
regarded as the epitome of design and quality in the exclusive bathroom.
With a large number of independent, comprehensive collections jointly
developed with internationally renowned architects and designers such as
Antonio Citterio (Milan/Hamburg), Philippe Starck (Paris/London), Jean-
Marie Massaud (Paris) or Phoenix Design (Stuttgart/Tokyo), Axor provides
a great deal of creative freedom for a wide range of individual bathroom
solutions and interior visions. Head of the Axor brand is Philippe Grohe
(40), a grandson of the company founder Hans Grohe.
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“Hotel CERES am Meer” in Binz on Riigen — Facts and Figures:

Address:

Architect:

Proprietor and operator:

Start of planning:
Start of construction:
Completion:
Opening:

Number of rooms:

Prices per night:

Bathroom fittings:

Further information:

Hotel CERES am Meer
Strandpromenade 24

18609 Ostseebad Binz, Rugen,
Germany

Phone: +49 (0)38393 6667-0
Fax: +49 (0)38393 666768
E-mail: info@ceres-hotel.de
www.ceres-hotel.de

Moritz Lau-Engehausen
Moritz Lau-Engehausen
2000

2004

2007

May 2007

50

In summer from €190 to €320,
Cupola suite €600

In winter from €140 to €270,
Cupola suite €470

Axor Citterio by Axor/Hansgrohe AG

Hansgrohe AG

- Press Office -

Dr. Carsten Tessmer/

Franziska Moschke

Tel.: +49(0)7836/51-3009/-1226
Fax:+49(0)7836/51-1170

E-mail:
public.relations@hansgrohe.com
www.axor-design.com




Hotel “CERES am Meer” in Binz on the island of Riige  n

The lifestyle hotel "CERES am Meer" opened in
May 2007.
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The peace, space and clarity in the design are also
evident in the spa area.
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clear and puristic style was an important factor for
the proprietor even when selecting the fittings.

A landmark visible from afar: the transparent glass do
topping the exclusive Cupola suite.

Matching the hotel’'s design philosophy, the generous
proportioned bathrooms contain fittings from the Axor
Citterio collection.

me

ly

The high outlet of the Axor Citterio wash table tap offers

a generous comfort zone.
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Matching the puristic form of the ceramics is
the Axor Citterio wash table tap with cross-
shaped handles.

The individual functions of the Axor
Citterio bath fittings create a brilliant
ensemble.

The characteristic right-angled shape combined with
the harmonious curves turn the Axor Citterio tap into
a veritable jewel on the wash table.

Security and tranquillity married with discreet luxury.
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